
 
 

 
105 ILCS 5-14-8.02g 

Pertaining to access to classroom for observation and data collection 
 
 (g-5) For purposes of this subsection (g-5), "qualified professional" means an individual who holds 
credentials to evaluate the child in the domain or domains for which an evaluation is sought or an intern 
working under the direct supervision of a qualified professional, including a master's or doctoral degree 
candidate. 

    To ensure that a parent can participate fully and effectively with school personnel in the development of 
appropriate educational and related services for his or her child, the parent, an independent educational 
evaluator, or a qualified professional retained by or on behalf of a parent or child must be afforded 
reasonable access to educational facilities, personnel, classrooms, and buildings and to the child as provided 
in this subsection (g-5). The requirements of this subsection (g-5) apply to any public school facility, 
building, or program and to any facility, building, or program supported in whole or in part by public funds. 
Prior to visiting a school, school building, or school facility, the parent, independent educational evaluator, or 
qualified professional may be required by the school district to inform the building principal or supervisor in 
writing of the proposed visit, the purpose of the visit, and the approximate duration of the visit. The visitor 
and the school district shall arrange the visit or visits at times that are mutually agreeable. Visitors shall 
comply with school safety, security, and visitation policies at all times. School district visitation policies must 
not conflict with this subsection (g-5). Visitors shall be required to comply with the requirements of 
applicable privacy laws, including those laws protecting the confidentiality of education records such as the 
federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act and the Illinois School Student Records Act. The visitor 
shall not disrupt the educational process. 

        (1) A parent must be afforded reasonable access of 

     sufficient duration and scope for the purpose of observing his or her child in the child's current 
educational placement, services, or program or for the purpose of visiting an educational placement or 
program proposed for the child. 

        (2) An independent educational evaluator or a 

     qualified professional retained by or on behalf of a parent or child must be afforded reasonable access 
of sufficient duration and scope for the purpose of conducting an evaluation of the child, the child's 
performance, the child's current educational program, placement, services, or environment, or any 
educational program, placement, services, or environment proposed for the child, including interviews of 
educational personnel, child observations, assessments, tests or assessments of the child's educational 
program, services, or placement or of any proposed educational program, services, or placement. If one or 
more interviews of school personnel are part of the evaluation, the interviews must be conducted at a 
mutually agreed upon time, date, and place that do not interfere with the school employee's school duties. 
The school district may limit interviews to personnel having information relevant to the child's current 
educational services, program, or placement or to a proposed educational service, program, or placement. 
 


